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CONFERENCE ON CENTRAL, SOUTHWEST ASIA AT UM APRIL 24-26 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana’s Central and Southwest Asia Program will host the Sixth 
Annual Central and Southwest Asia Conference at UM from Thursday, April 24, to Saturday, 
April 26.
The annual conference brings together a roster of internationally distinguished scholars, 
analysts, diplomats, policymakers and journalists to engage the campus and community in 
dialogue about major issues and problems confronting the predominantly Islamic countries of 
Central and Southwest Asia.
The theme of this year’s conference is “Religion, Violence and Law -  A Community 
Forum on Islam in Central and Southwest Asia.” All conference events are free and open to the 
public.
Among the topics to be addressed are the fundamental teachings of Islam about war, 
peace and violence, and why militant Islam and terrorism have emerged in some parts of Central 
and Southwest Asia but not in others.
Speakers also will examine the question of whether Islam is a religion with immutable 
laws and traditions that are incompatible with the realities of the modem world and the extent to 
which accommodations between religious and secular views of the state in Central and 
Southwest Asia can be reached.
A special panel will discuss the problem of terrorism and limits on counterterrorist
measures aimed at protecting national security on the one hand, and the preservation of human 
and civil rights on the other.
Following are the conference events, which all take place in the University Center 
Theater. A complete conference schedule with information about all speakers is online at 
http://www.umt.edu/cap/2008conference.htm.
Thursday, April 24:
■ 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: “Tajikistan and Afghanistan: The Past and Present.”
■ 2-3:30 p.m.: “Tajikistan: Independent Tajikistan and the World Community.”
■ 3:30-5 p.m.: “The Taliban and Islamic Militants in Afghanistan and Central Asia.”
■ 7:30-9 p.m.: Keynote Panel -  “Religion, Violence and the Law in the Arab Middle East: 
The Challenges to Political Reform.”
Friday, April 25:
■ 1-2:45 p.m.: “Arabic: The Language of Islamic Religion, Law and Politics.”
■ 3-5 p.m.: “Islam in Turkey and the Caucasus: A Reappraisal.”
■ 6:30-7:30 p.m.: Cultural Event -  Tajik music and dance performance, and Jeffrey 
Werbock, president of the U.S.-based Mugham Society, will play music from the 
mugham tradition.
■ 7:30-9 p.m.: Keynote Panel -  “Terrorism, Counterterrorism and Human Rights.” 
Saturday, April 26:
■ 10 a.m.-Noon: Roundtable Discussion.
The conference is funded in part by Humanities Montana and is co-sponsored by the 
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, UM International Programs, UM President George 
Dennison and the Center for Ethics at UM, as well as the Missoula Ministerial Association and 
the Montana World Affairs Council.
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